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are of the latest and best French type, wooden, and their highest velocity is 750 turns per minute.
"Contrary to all calculations the gas may not hold out on account of leaks occurring due to the vibration or straining of the ship. A storm may blow us far out of our course, toward the Arctic or the Saragossa Sea. Persistent head winds may drive us back or exhaust our fuel supply and leave us helpless in midocean. All these are chances which we take with open eyes.
"Sudden disaster, like explosion or disruption of the gas bag, might make it impossible for us to enter and launch the lifeboat. But should the life of the airship come to an end with even ten minutes' warning, the lifeboat is available. She Is hung with an Instantaneous releasing device, and is at all times kept fully equipped.
"It is true that if the America were to plunge down into a rough sea there would follow an awkward scramble to enter and cut away the lifeboat, but we believe we could manage it.
"We' have not arranged for a convoying steamer because the chances are we should lose an escort the first or second night out. With a westerly or southwesterly breeze of twenty miles per hour our speed eastward would be forty miles per hour, and, of course, no ship could keep up with us.
"We aim to follow as closely as we can the